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his mortal foe.1 In another cycle, the hero Phylakos was
gelding rams (a good example of the early Greek chieftain
at home, working on his farm among his men) when his little
son Iphiklos came up. Phylakos incautiously laid down the
bloody knife beside him. The child ran away frightened,
and Phylakos then stuck the knife into a tree close by,
where as it happened he forgot about it. Years passed ;
the bark grew over the knife, and Iphiklos grew to manhood ;
but he was impotent—the proximity of the gelding-knife
had harmed him. (One is reminded of Hesiod on the dangers
of letting a baby boy sit on a tomb.) At last Phylakos laid
the trouble before Melampous the seer—Melampous who
could understand the language of beasts and birds, like
Siegfried, ever since two snakes, which when they were little
he had saved from being killed with their parents, had licked
his ears, in gratitude. Melampous slaughtered two oxen,
and when the birds assembled in hope of a feast he laid the
question before them. An old Vulture at once gave the correct
answer and prescribed a remedy. The knife must be dug out
of the tree, the rust scraped from its blade, and Iphiklos
must take some of the rust in his drink every day for ten
days. In this way Iphiklos was enabled to leave a son behind
him.2
In exactly the spirit of the Telephos story, Pliny (N.H.
xxviii, c. 36) advises that if you wish to alleviate a wound you
should spit on the hand that dealt it; and Frazer (op. cit.,
pp. 202-3) quotes examples from Bavaria and also from
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, and Essex, of people
carefully anointing the rusty nail or gatepost on which they
may have scratched themselves, while neglecting the wound
itself—sometimes with fatal results. No less a person than
Lord Chancellor Bacon gives the same advice ** upon the
relation of men of credit, though myself as yet am not fully
inclined to believe it". And if one cannot get the actual
weapon, then one should draw blood from the wound with a
weapon as like it as possible, and anoint that.
1 Aristoph,, Clouds, 920 ft, and £', Acharniaw, 825 it., 480 ff., and SS.
* Apollod,, i, 9, 12.

